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:; S WIthrn the past few decades, American 1ndnansand persons of "munorlty”
statusln the Anglo socliety have protested against the racial, ethnnc, and
i
. seXuaI blases f0und in currucular mater|a$s in: the nation' s schools.u,Text-
. books have not been the only medlum to.wh:ch concerned parents, teachers,
vand students have objected however. ThlS protest has been widened to |
‘include all mass media and other forms of non-print educatlonal med:p and"f
’ currnculum. A}though errors of commlsslon and omlSS:on are legion in the
representatlon of Afro-Amerucans, Mex:can Amerlcans, Puerto Rncans women
v .and other ethnuc groups in the educat:onal maternals in United . States
' schools none is more vncuous, nncorrect, cultunally :nsenSItrve,‘and pa—'
itr0n|znng as that accorded the Amerncan Indjan. o k '.; ,"E;
This" gunde focuses on the problem of b:ased currncular materlals
whlch deaI with. the Amerncan Indian and bs also desugned to assist Indlans
in developing strategies for identifying; evaluatlng, and remedvlng R
roblems of blased and nnaccurate materlals in the c@rrlculum of the schools.'

/ ‘
‘which pnesume to educate Indian children and youth. ' , Ty

i~
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~values whlch are constructed by the corporate eiute and supported

by them. R ..} - -f# 7;ﬁﬁf

.,'>5tructlona] materlals Fust be desngned ‘to gppea] to the.widest‘

o
- »

» ! . e e, ) . - . 4 - . . e e X

[} .
- The Nature of Textbooks andrOthen,Material»e”

/ : ' . . o oo . Coe n T
./ . SV e : : ) ’

/Schoois in any society perform numefous functnons., Among the

i

,'mosf important of these is the political socsalizatlon of a nation s7 }\;-

- . 3
\ e

- youth. Much of the curriculwnand|nstruct|onai materials such as .

textbooks, films, and tapes.Conscnousiy or unconsciously atgempt~to

incuicate youth with a common Sense of\hnstory and destlny in order'

’

to have them embrace the same sociai and morai values as those who

structure and govern - socueﬁy and its |hst|tutvons~ Currlcuium and

g

'.school materlais must then receive \ab least the tacn‘ endorsement

J‘_

However, nelther the Amerncan nat‘aq nor, for that matterh any’

-

other large natton states are monoCulturai entutles Thus, the , 4 X

. } - “
b ’

attempt to transm|t a slngle V|ew ‘of |nst|tut|onal Q;ocesses can
JV ‘. . [T
only result in the denlai of the herltage, values and vnews of cul-"

.turally dlverse groups in a heterogeneoUs Soccety Despite th|s,'\f>

d

school curraculum ideology‘and materlais in the United States,'as

,elsewhere, are domunated bY‘certaln notlons of wnsdom truth; and’

\

b
[

Textbook publlshers and producers of non print medua vwho are
¥4 ) i
often a segment of the" power elite, generaily serve these ends and

-attempt to maxumnze proflts " in order to akhneve the latter ‘j@— .

Gen

- y? :

of the 1nduvndual and corporate ellte. ) - . R o ‘l) E .
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'-possible\markat. ‘Thrgepgroupsihave'elther sole or shared respon-

,'slbhllty'for ;electlon of'currlcular'materlals;l schoolfboards

at the state and local levels school admnnlstrators, énd school

L}

1teachers themselves. Slnce all of these are domlnéted by Anglos,

a . .

: publlshers tend to produce materials that appeal to the lnterests”

of-these representatlves and employees of the predomlnant soclety."

. /
~ i ;

. ] X v
; ca

. i

A Cause for Concern. |,

o

' Throughout the h|story of the United States' colonlal rela-

tions with Indian natnbms, the Unlted States educatlonal pollcy

!

fqr lndlan chlldren and youth has been a maJor/source of - conten-

_'tlon. ‘The efforts of the American goVernment workung through'

(3 T S

the Amer jcan schools, to de-lndlanlze ‘the rusung Indian genera—'

tiony has long been recognlzed as a th|nly dlsgulsed pollcy of

1

genocuﬁe, acculteratnon, and ‘the theft of natural(and human

resour;és. *To many lndians,hthis assessment is as valid_tzday

it was flfty, a hundred, or more years ago. However as

v ) N

.Ggitizens of captlwe nations, Indlans have had to accept for

themselves and the|r chlldren, the schools and other govern-'
. { 1

mental institutions of the Settler government a

Texts and other currlcular maternals too often portray
IndJan people, InStltUtldLS, and natlons |n,unfa|r,5|naccurate
\ ‘

‘and llmlted ways; Stated dIFferently, lt can be Satg ‘that much

of ‘what is wrltten about Amer:can Indlans rs pejorative, in

! .o ‘ L. .
. N 1
A . . v . -

jﬂ

[N
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"

addltion, most of what Is impgrtant about Indian history and
culture is not told. =~ . o SR
_ R For exanle, during the T960's; tex tbook references to Amer i - |

can Indians' were not so blatantly errors of commission--but errors

of omisgion. American Indians were portrayed in a historjcal ’

~sense rather than in a contemporary sense:

. "~ "The "'wild and woéldy” West became - a worldffenowned'section

. ' of the United States, symbolizing the centuries-long strug-
' * .gle' of Americans against raw nature. The memory of- the
plains Indian and his buffalo, destroyed so ruthlessly and
so abruptly, is a rebuke to’'Americans even today.who delight

,  in their country's resplendent heritage."

. ’ . . e A i } ’ o i
e . In the textbobk, Trailblazers.of American.History, (Locke:

o 1961)‘th¢ ovefalg objectiVevof;fhé_his{Pryvseries is stated_as

follbﬁs:f_. S U ) -

s

\ : ' . ..This series isrdésjgned primarily to familiarize young -
"people with their historical heritage,.and lead them to a .
‘better understanding of how their nation. has developed into
a great leader in the world family of nations. A related’
major objective of the series is to makekthe learner more ..
cognizant of his responsibility as a United States citizen
in protecting his hisﬁorical‘ﬁgritage.”z' ‘ s
- : [ . . S
In this same textbook however, references to bloodt%irsty :

[

and. lusty savages are abundant:

''"No one in Boonesborough heérd'the_gir]s\zareams ..0n through
the woods went the Indians with their captives. . Following
their trail came Daniel Boone and his rescue par
at noon on the second day the rescue party could see . the
Iindians and the gir{s. They had stopped to eat and were
grouped around a campfire. But the rescue was still.a great
problem. If the Indians saw the pioneers coming, they would
~kill dhe girls..."3  (Emphasis found in the teacher®s edition
for purposes of ctasg discussion.) ‘

7

R
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A Definition Of~the Problem : . ‘

a . i

lqglan youth, at least for a tAAe, attend schools in. thCh they;

P ¥

 are exposed constantly to the Anglo world view of hlstory, govern~

' ment, language, llterature, art, musnc; and scnence. Thl5'world.

Cr : v

| vnew places little .value on: Amerlcan Indian- life and; culture .Thefﬁ

evolution of Amernca, as it ls dellneated in school textbooks and *

v

v other AnStructlonal m ls; Is that thts hemlsphere ln the fif-

teenth century wds- barb .7us, chaotlc, and dlsorganlzed TheSe d
‘same aborlglnes and.thetr lnstltutlons retreated.and collapsed'upon-'
cultural contact wuth the superlor European cultures.. ‘This. |nter~
pretatlo then shows the Natnve Amerncan futnlely seeklng to’ |mpede

© the progressive development of the hemlsphe¥e whlle resnstlng the;l

| White Settlers rellglous, legal, ahd soCnal lnstltutlons and theur
| l~j¢empt to clanm lndnan lTand. Rarely are nattonS/ldentlfled |nv

" these hnstorncal accounts except for those that flgure lnﬂnnlntary

hlstory Subdunng and ellmlnatlng the lndlans, thus, became ‘the.

2

only progressuve and Chrlstlan chouces .b " . '_._*
Once this ‘had been accompllshed, the vanquxshed ‘people had to
_— be‘controlledt taught;the-ways of the modern'worlds and assimi-
'lated; lf capable'offit, into the. domlnant socuety The dlfflculty‘-
in altl thlS has been that the Indlan peoples generally d:d not

v .apprecnatdbnor understand the advantages of the domunant socuety

.
-

lt is belneved ?hat once the Indlans recognlzed that their destiny

all lndlan




v

problems would automatlcally dlsappear._ It was considered

. < .ot . . ’ . T
a .

P

N s

essentnal by the domnnant society thatall chlldren, both nOn-'

&,
lndlan and lndlan, learn ‘these ”truths” whlch formed the gospel
of Amertcan 3 corporate elite. -~ - o q . o

The above verslon of the colonlzation of Amerlca presents a

dlstorted view of its. history lt excludes the richness and

1

varuety of lndnan Ilfe In thfs hemlsphere prlor to Europeanlza~'

b

tlon. lt falls to note the European dnseases rather than mili-
41

tary supernorlty caus d the eventual surrender of ternltory Ly

kY

It does not show the lnhumanlty, treachery, and avarice oF the
settlers, civic and relngnoUs leaders whvch could not lead to
the acceptance of the lnvader s values and the|r God 51t

-;

omlts telllng of the Anglos' e;forts'of'genocide and cultural

~annihilation or the numerous treaty violations for the purpose

¥

of strcpplng the Indian people of theur.llves and thelr lands

'-tlt ddes not’ relate the effects of racism, enforced poverty, or -

the uneasy truces by which the. lndlan peoples were forced to

accept Uncted States cntlzenshnp and federal regulathn:of the

_1/
.

conduct of the|r personal and national I|ves 6 At ugnores the

brutal facb the Amerlcan Indians are st|ll requnred to flght

“

fto retacn what llttle land and watér aré left ’ Thv% hlstorlcal__

3

‘v:eWaW|th all |ts d|stort|ons and omissions constltutes the

ot

problem of schoolnng in Amer1ca for AMerlcan Indnans ll“

oy

w



ﬁStrategles - ‘
.41,S;rateéleslfé:ﬁComBatlng;Baclsm:ln lnstructionalvMatenlals at

N . . . S . [

s
. 2

|ndién adults and youth must seek to guar ntee, to the fullest
_extent possible, that schools accurately depl t hlstorncal and
cultural aspects.of lnd}an socletles, lnstltutlons, and values from
the time of thelr contact with the settler society to the present.
Furthep the awareness that schools slgnlf;cantly affect the soclal'

.beliefs the value processes, the formulatlon of self concept -and
the sense of hnstorlclty demonstrates that Indnan people must make:V
-everY effort posscble to ellmunate ﬁ{e cultural bld‘% mnsunforma~
tien, and stereotypes .found in the cuh{lcular materlal . In those
cases of exclusnon from educatnonal materlals, lnduans mus t demand
that the currnculum be supplemented In addntnon those.aspects pf
.Indlan culture consndered approprlate for transmassuon through the
sehools should be Ldentlfned and |ncluded | |
Several efforts to document the’ mal|c|ous portrayal of Indnans

“in Amer.can school materlals have been made. These |nclude but

are: not. llmnted to, such studnes as Textbooks and . the American

o

Indnan (1970) done by the Amerncan Induan Historical SOClcty and

3 Stereotypes Ulstortlons, and 0mussuons in U S. Hlstory Textbooks
'_(|977) publxshed by the Councll for Interracnal Books for Chlldren
Several state departments of educatlon (e g- Pennsylvan:a Cal|f0r4»

BN

nua, Nnnnesota) have also produccd guudelunes for. determ:nxng

_ . o



- posltlve treafment of culturally different peoples in4the United

W .7 n_'

States and for eVa—luating the soclal content of Instructional
( ERNEN

material ’ Anofher organjzatlon attemptlng Sp rectify the . situation

"has been the Nationql lndlan Educatnon Asseciation 5 Project M§D|A

S ¥ P

(Media Evaluatfon and D.lssemth’étion by lndian .Amerncans) Project - .

! .

MEDIA has used the eXPerttse of Indlan people in evaluattng”Various

. . :
media and currlCULar materlals and complled an anhotated and partn-,
_'ally evaluated llStnng of several thousand textbooks, Iiterary works )

- 3f|lms and other lnstrUCtional media. The second edntion of the

¥

lnstnngs contaln °hly those maternals evaluated from the 1nd|an

;.perspective. BOth'POSitive and'negative evaluatlogs are presented

.

One Instance of Parental involvement in medra selectlon utnlnz—"

ing PrOJect MED|A guidellnes occurred through the use “of a Tltle fv .

MR

Parent Commlttee ln a nofthern Mlnneapolis suburb lnd|an parents

had requested that they be |nvolved or consulted in the $chool'

lselectlon of medla materlals by, about or for Amerucan lndlans

)

School personne' however wanted to Know what criteria the lndnan
N N °

parents would empIOy in determnnlng p05|tlve from negatpve medua

" The parent commlttee contacted bejeCt MEDIA for gu|de],nes to be ‘“

L 3 o
used in the med'a Selectlon process The parent c0mm|ttee members"'

A

now have an active vouce in the Jdentufucatlon and acqunsrtuon of"

Indnan med:a materlals for use wrthun the school
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Strategkse for Identifylng, Evaluat:QQ) and Remedy\hg Problems of

Unsatlsfactogx lnstructiona] Mateﬁnals.'\ ' '-_, PR

e

in order to remove textbooks from use in the classrooﬁ he
problem of blased materlal must first be |dent|fped Evaluation‘_

catalogues, such as the National Indian Education Association's

-

Project MEDIA, are available. ﬂbwevef, sometimes the cost for

>

‘5uch resource materiald are too high and the identification of

biased materlals mus t be left to the Iocal communuty When thls

is the case, the folIOWIng queSthnS may be asked to determnne

whether Amerlcan Indlans are accurately ﬂepicted: \
;

1. Does the material generate a pride of heritage in Indian
Students? i

2. Does the material refer accurately and specifically"ﬁo '
individuhlltribes/nations, or does it simply use the
general term "Indiad?"

3. Is the diversity in tribal-history, heritage, and/or
customs conveyed to the reader?

k ' ' . ba

b. 1s there evident dominance of one culture over another?

5. Does the material use derogatory words,ppﬁrascs, and.
images to depict Indian.people? |

6. Are American Indian contributions to world culture des~
cribed both historically and centemporarfly?'

%

7. Does the material provide compi'chensive treatment of

.

A et
Rinerican Indlan.SOCIe’Wes‘ot today?
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8. Does the material create a positive or a negative image
of Indian peoples fof;the non-Indian reader?

{ o . _ ,
i - , . .
=~ The above list of evaluative® criteria is not inclusive of .

o all the types of questions and considerations,which should be

considered when evaluating biased:and stefeotyped\textbooks:

+

However, if theysare utilized it will assist the process of -

- =3

éritical anafyéis and jddgment.

There are additionalumeans by_Which biased materiallhay be
.identifiéd. The lndian chila is one ofikhe best.squfées for pin-
pointing negative textbooks. It often is easyfto‘detefmine ob-

' ‘jeétionablé ﬁaterial by ligtening to what the child says about

. what he or she is reading, hearing, and: seelng in the schools.
.Parehts and other members of the commun:ty may also be consulted
for then? reactions and assistance in dlscoveflng prob]ems con- ‘
.cerning treatment of lndiap peoples and cu]fures in the school
books. When stereotyping and bias are idéntif}ed; Indian. parents
must -organize thenselves, éommunity leaders, and pupils tq present
their'grievances'td thevschool board. -

Administratﬁ;s and §choql'board authoritfes must be presented
with:a'comprehensive and well organized request for textbook removal.
Specific page.numbers»and illustrations, which reflect pafticulaf
biases. stereotypes or derogatorv terminology. should be ldentlfned

' beforghand and be well orqanlzed for presentation when approaching

the school aythorltles.

iq N
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There are a number of Indian organizations which are concerned

- -

and lnvoived in effdrts to. unprove the educatuon of Indlan ch:ldren

"and youth Support for the removal of obJectuonable textbook mater-

'

ials may be acqu;red through contactlng:

_I; Local Amerlcan Indian Centers or communlty centers.
2. State Indian Education Asooolatuons—-among the Assocnatnons
identified are: . | |
- ‘__ ' Alaska Federation of Natnves \Jnc. (AFN)

550 West 8th Street
4 Anchorage, Alaska

e

Alaska Native Education Assocnatlon
P.0. Box 68
Barrow, Alaska 99723

Alaska Native Foundatlon

L1 w. hth .

Anchorage, Alaska . o o o
Arizona Nativé American. Education Assocndtlon

302 Farmer Bu:]dung

Arizona State University

Tempe, Arizona€85251 -

California lndnan Education AS;OCIatlon

7447 Orien Avenue

La Mésa, California 92041 -

Oklahoma Indian Education Association
222 W. Lindsay
Suite 206
Norman, Oklahoma
. '1:-

New York State Indian Education Coalutlon

Native American Education -Program
.Lawrence Road East
v Noirth Syracuse Central S.D.
" North Syracuse, NY 13212

&

._]]_.
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R

‘Advocates for tndian Educatnon'
‘E. 905 Third Avenue

L
South Dakota Indian Educatlon Assocuatlon
PO Box 1054
Pierre, South Dakota 5750]

Spokane, Washington 99202

... A1l Indlan Pueblo Councul (AIPC)

P.0. Box 6507 Station B .
1015 Indian School :Road N.W.

Albuquerque New Mexico 87107

Amerlcan Indlan ngher Educatlon Consortuum (AIHEC)

1626 High Street ~ _ .
Denver, Colorado 802]8‘ ) ‘ S “

American Indian Hlstorlcal Socuety
1451 Masonic Avenue , ,
‘San Francusco, California 94]]7 ‘ .

Amerlcan Indian Law Program

Unlversuty of New Mexico

1117 Standford Drive, NE- .
Albuquerque, New Mexnco 87l06 ‘
Americans for Indlan Opportunnty (A10)
600-Second N.W. : .

. Albuquerque, New Mexico N

Bureau of Indian Affairs ' i
Indian Education Resource Center '\:>

“Albuquerque, Nequexico 87103

‘Coalition of Eastern Native Amerncans
Star Route B Box 604 Lo
Atmore, Alabama 36502

Coalition of Indian Controlled School Boards, ‘Inc.
511 '16th Street S '
Denver, Colorado 80202

Great Lakes: Intertribal Council (GLITC)

P.0. Box 636
Ashland, Wisconsin S4806

.;']2_
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19.

20.

22.

]3& 4

23.

Indian’ Educatuon T[anning, Inc.

1110 .Pennsylvania gv Suite C
*‘Albuquerque, New Mex: 0 871]0

Institute, for the Development of Indian Law
927 15th Street N.W. ST e '
Suite 200 - _ o
Washington, D.C. 20005 - -

7 o . - .

K]

Indian Organization Development Inc. - "

P.0. Bpx 7135 Unlver5|ty Statlon

Provo, Utah 84602 .

National Advusory Council. on Indnan Educatnon (NACIE)
425 13th Street- N.W. - ?

Pennsylvania Buuldnng, Suite 326

Washington, D.C. 20004-

National Congress of Amerucan Indians: (NCAI)
1430  K'Street N.W. #700
Washington D.C. 20095

National Indian Adult Education Association (UIATF/ABE)

3604 West Government Way Extension
Seattle, Washington 98199

.,

_National Indian Education Association (NIEA)

1115 Second Avenue South

lvy Tower Building .
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403 o
National Indian Management Service of America Inc.
Post Office Box 605

Philadelphia, Mississippi 39350

National Tribal Chairmans Association (NTCA)
1701 nnsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 207
Washi ton,'D C. 20006 :

Native Amerncan Materials Development Center
407 Rio Grande Blvd., N.W. - .

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87103

Native American Rights fund
1506 Broadway
Boulder, Colorado 80302

(o8




24.° Navajo Division of Education
The Navajo Tribe - . o
MWindow Rock, Arizona 87112 " ~ $ 7
25. North Amerlcan Indian WOmen s Assocnatlon (NAIWA)
P.0. Box 314
lsleta, New Mexico 87022

. : _ 26. Small Trlbes of Western Washlngton (STOWW) _‘ S |
o & o 520 Pacific Avenue ’ R
R : : .Sumner, Washlngton 98390
« . 27. United Indlans of Al{ Tribes Foundation' (UTATF)
. ' Day Break Star Indian' Cultural- Educatlonal Center
Discovery Park .
Seattle, Washington 98119 . v
28. United“States Office of Indian Education (QIE)
Fedéral Office Building 6
' 400 Maryland Avenue S.W. 5
‘Washington, D.C. 20202 "
.29. United South Eastern Tribes Inc. (USET)
1101 Kermit Drive
Nashville, Tennessee 372]7
The abee‘organizations may also be of assistance in the areas
. of education, law, community actien or other related fields involved
with the improvement and achievemenf”of maximum opportunities for
" AmerTcan Indiana' o %

)
Addltlonally, the Natnve Amerlcan Graduate Program of the Educa-

tlonal Policy Studies Department a®™the Pennsylvania State UnnverSIty’{
is in the process of developlng an American Indian Educat:onal‘Pq[ncy
Center. Onebcomponent will be designed to utffize‘tribal ]eaders;
Indian scholars, and graduateAatuJents in the analysis of instrUCf

tional materials. The Center will be prepared further to identify,
3
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’ : ‘ -
on a state by state basis, contact persons within a'particular
state for assistance in determining the appropriate action to take

‘concerning obJectlonabie instrUCtlonal materlals for Indnan .

children and youth. ThlS organazatlon may be contacted through

the follownng program ' o "

Natlve American Graduate Program K
319 Rackley Building :

The’ Pennsylvanla State University
University Park, Pennsylvania 16802

_Tnere are a(number of‘nonjlndlan Organizations whose‘aseistanCe. 
may also‘be.sought.  Amoné.them are the following:

1. Teacher organizations - Both the National Education
As§ociation and the Amerioan Federation of Teachers?and
their individual state affiliates_are pledged to the
removal of racism from;American §choolsi If teachers
within a local community who are members‘of one of these
organizaticns utilize their po&er to bring the.issoe of
American Indian textbook representation to the attention
of their,state and national organization, action mayABeA
immediate. | |

2. State Boards of Education —‘In many states, the State Board
of Edncation haa ‘an Equal Education Opportunity Office or
an Inter;group ngSEions O0ffice, as well as an Fnoian Edy-
cation Division. Often these offices'have'published gui&e;j
lines for culturally-fair curriculum‘hateriale. Protests
lodged with .the Board and an insistencc that,it take an

’
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~;. 1 - . active role in elimlnablng obJectionable materlals in .the (/( .
S o > R L
: local schools wlll help to uncrease the pressd?e on local

‘.‘ o schoo'l officuals." ' : ;_u N f

0 ‘T : - 3. State Human Relatlons Commlsguons - Thls state agency is
X &

3

- ’ ,‘charged with the protectlon of |nd|vndual r:ghts and wi ti®
. a the ellmlnatlon of discrimination and blas.r Although the

Commussnon S, prnmary Focus is not in the educatuonal field, -

) . ! v

' support and possibly investlgaglon into a.partlcular problem ,

CLr

. may be obtained"from'thfs agency. . o oy

Other non-lndlan organuzatlons whlch could lend a§515tance or
*

‘support include

“1. American Association of School Administrators
¥801 ‘North Moore Street S
Arlington, Virginia 22209 ‘ : N

2
Bl
-

2. American Civil Liberties Union . . ' .
1345 E. Street N.W. o ‘
Washington, D.C.
3. Education Commission of the States
1860 Lincoln Street
Suite 300
Denver, Colorado 80295

k. ERIC/CRESS :“ ‘

Box 3AP | ' | .
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88003 : o

5. U.S. Commission on Civil Rights
1121 Vermont Avenue N.VW.
_Waskington, D.C.
6. Association for the Supervision of Curriculum DeVelepment;

1701 K Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. -

-16- .
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-An addltionél‘avehue which lies open for improving the image of

: . the Ameriean lndlan in textbooks is to épproach publishers;‘ Lettérs-

3

from |ndlvnduals, parent or communlty commlttees, tribatl organuza-
tlons, and Indlan and non-lndnah agencies whlch explaln and - support
textbook grlevances~may do muchvto exe(t pressure upon publlshersf

to remove offending materials. Some publishers claim they«are sen-

sitive to phoblems of racism and sexism. For example, in 1975
Macmillan Publishihg Company, Inc. lssUed.gundelnnes that suggest

~an'awareness of the problem of th{tbook bias If a problem is

identified, the publlsher should be nOtIfled at onde -and rellef

- demanded to solve the problem.
. 1]

American Indian children and youth are.in attendance‘ln a
’verlety o;vschOOl'settings: Bureau of Indian Affairs echools, J _ A
Tribal Contract schools, Alternatlve Indian Schools, public. schools,t
publlc schools WIth Title 1V (Indlan Education Act, 1972) pro-
grams,. and pr|vate and parochlal schools.. As stated previously,
many of the schools' |nstruct|onal materials treat American Indian“b:
peoplesland cultures in unsatisfactory ano/or Qemeaniné weys,
Whether the rationale for utilizing such materials with Indian'\\\\
children and. youths is baseo on ignorahce, racism;_or the presumed‘
lack of available culturally relevant and accurate textbook; is
immaterial. The issu¢ cannot be 'ignored.

Through individual, community, and tribél‘protest to‘the Bureau

of Indian Affairs in Washington, D.C., and its different area

_h7- : o
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offices, pressure can be brought to bear upon the Bureau schools.

Support from state and national Indian organizations, as well as
support from certain nonrlndiaﬁ‘organfzati6n§, may also be sought.

. o : . . ) o [ '

"The problem of objectionable textbook or other curritular mate-

rials in the contract offAIternative School situations should not

R

be present.. Teaching and adminﬁstrative‘pensdnnel in these schools

Ly . : _ : .
“could serve as support groups and possibly provide technical assis-

‘tance in the evaluatlon of ex:stlng currlcula.

~ Public schools can be pr355ured by Indlan communtty people and

- ©

organtzatlons, by state and nat:ona! ‘Indian groups, by state agenc|es‘

~of educatlon and.human relatlons, by state and natnonal teacher or-

ganlzatuons, and by academic organlzatlons.
Public schools with Tltle v programs can best be challenged
' :
through the parent commlttees ‘provided for by the law funding such *

programs and by all of the agencie;'li;ted»under public schools shewn '

~above.

. Private and parochial schools, especially those dependent upon
Iuition'charges,_are'vuinerable to economic pressure and zz'appeals
to their*xmrds of d}feetprs, to state and national religious spon-
soring agencies, and to pressure from Indian and non-Indian educa- -

N ‘ . *
o l ‘ - - N . :
tlona\\ofganlzatlons. a -
. 9
Lt . . - s L. . . .
Finally, non-Indian teachers and decision makers who are assigned

to schools attended by Indian students should_be-réquiFed to have

D)
&~




-an additional baseline of Indian culture and heritage.— This

o) Indians. T RECEAN ~ > ;;'_T@fn

educational servfce can be broyiaed‘by the American lndian Studies

Programs located In many unIVerS|t|es to prospectlve teachers and -

’

decnsnon makers before they actually assume their dutnes. -!n the

to

absence of such'a program the school could prOV|de the necessary

backgrouqd through instructlonal kits provaded by Amer ican Indlan

\

-Studles Programs. It is_essentlal that téachers as\well as parehts, .

~

Indian communitles, deciston m;kers, and concerned organiZations be

involved with the removal of»educational materlals obJeCtlonable to
" ‘kp summary, much has to be done in the way of ‘érasing the neéa—

B ¢
\

tfye, biased-stereotybed, and.inaccurate instructional materials

. existing in the nation's schools today. Of even greater,importance

isvthe concern for future textbodk pohlication. Only by exercls:ng

constitutional, political, and socnal rcghts can Amerncan lndnan_'n

Y e

v s

,parents ‘students, and teachers achleve maX|mum quallty educatlonal
‘\5' . [P 5 L

opportunltlés for Amerlcan Ind|an youth "@ B ' v

s
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RebeCCa Robb:ns (Standung ROCk Sloux) was the past dnrector of

PrOJeCt MEDIA a duvisnon of the Nationaﬁ Indnan Education Assocnatlon."

Ms. Robbins has conducted approxnmately 50 workshops nat:onwnde |n

__,‘

‘the area of Amerlcan\JndJan medla evaluatlon for teachers, admunistra-

0 N

: tors, parents,.students and lubrarlans who are |nvolved in the educaw
tnon of Amerlcan lndlan chlldren and youth She has served on the <‘fr:“

,ExeCUtnve PIannlng Committee for the Mlnnesota Women's Meetlng (1977)

partuc:pated in the Minority Women in Educatlonal Research Conference

.

.(1977) ‘and was selected for an |nternshup at the U S Office of,: Educa*:"

thﬂ/OfflCe of lndlan Educatlon (1978) : .}, , A

.-,V, M

Currently, Ms. Robbins is an advanced graduate gtudent in the

¢

'Natlve Amerlcan Graduate Program at The Pennsylvanua State Unuversnty

P -

pursuing a doctoral degree in Amerlcan lndlan Educatlon Policy,

[4 £ [

egrce ofjnts kind. hc;yas-adpast partncnpant“injthe lerary

“training Program for American Indians at the Ar?zzna State pniversity

where she acquired a B.A. in Education.
) A :

©

Ms. Robbins holds:.membership in professional organizations including

.

' the Nat.onal Indiah“Education Association, American Educational Research-

iy .
Assoclatnon Assocuataon for the Supervisuon of Curriculum Devijopment

and the North Amerlcanolndnan Women's ASSOC|at|0n
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